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Your teacher can send you the complete material.

Please ask them to send the complete version of this material before the lesson.
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Much has been said about how anti-social the Internet and mobile phones are. The truth is
however, according to new research, communication technology is bringing people closer
together.

Family members were keeping in regular contact today more than ever before. And this is
all down to e-mail, chat, our smartphones and SMS messaging. It makes sense.

Years ago, it took a long time to write a letter, then find an envelope and go to the post
office to buy a stamp and post it. Today we write mails while we wait for our change in the
convenience store and they’re sent in an instant.

Having free Internet telephone calls also helps us to stay in touch more often and for
longer. Everyone’s at it, from five-year-old to tech-savvy grandparents. Thus, technology
has a very positive effect on communication within families.
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TOPIC
Do you think that Japanese companies need to improve their treatment of female
workers?
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Sample Answer
Although Japanese companies have made great progress in their treatment of female

workers more needs to be done, especially in terms of child raising and salaries.
Today, many female employees stop working to raise children. However, if companies
implemented flexible schedules or provided assistance with daycare this would not be
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Unequal salaries are also a big problem. Average pay rates are much higher for men than
for women, and even highly educated women tend to earn less than their male
counterparts. However, women are just as capable as men, so this is unfair.
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Women make up a large part of Japan’s workforce and are crucial to the success of its
companies. So it is essential that they are paid more and that it become sassier for them to
continue working while raising children.
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